thrips examined, even though some showed the negative results of the transmission test.
In the case of the detection of TSWV in nymphs, acquisition access feeding on infected leaf was done as described for adult thrips. Nucleic acids were separately isolated from nymphs immediately after acquisition feeding for 2hr, and subjected to RT-PCR. Bands with correct size were detected in all the nymphs tested, except for an individual in lane 1 (Fig. 4) . It is possible that the nymph (lane 1) did not acquire the virus during the access feeding on infected plant. Since nymphs generally show no or low transmitting efficiency11), we did not check the presence of TSWV in viruliferous nymphs by transmission tests. This RT-PCR detection system, therefore, is a highly sensitive method for the detection of TSWV in nymphs.
These results show that RT-PCR for TSWV will extend the capability for diagnosing viral infections of vectors or plants under various circumstances.
This technique will be useful in obtaining the molecular epidemiological data to predict outbreaks of this disease.
We wish to thank Dr. T. Murai, Shimane Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Station, for supplying Thrips setosus.
